
Create a sense of being on the site 
as opposed to in the building

The architecture nestles within the landscape. 

The building and the site engage in an equal, one on one relationship.

The landscape becomes part of the architecture.

Setting the Ground for an 
Environmental School



Massing breakdown allows nature to infuse interior spaces.

A bridge over the rain garden is a teaching moment.  

Relocated stumps preserve the memory of lost trees. 

Site Weaving
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1 Administration
2 Stage
3 Cafeteria
4 Gym
5 Music
6 Art
7 Early Child Care
8 Kindergarten
9 Classroom Pod
10 Shared Space
11 Library
12 Learning Stair
13 Green Roof/

Learning Terrace
14 Green Roof
15 PVs on Roof (100 kW)
16 Rain Garden
17 Outdoor Learning Steps
18 Outdoor Play Area

Indoor/Outdoor Connection
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Second Floor
9 Classroom Pod
10 Shared Space
11 Library
12 Learning Stair
13 Green Roof/Learning Terrace
14 Green Roof
15 PVs on Roof (100 kW array)

Learning Opportunities

1 Nature walk: planting, 
forest, ecosystem

2 Bridges over raingardens: 
storm water treatment, 
water ecosystem

3 Landscape field: planting, 
irrigation, evaporation

4 Creek, planting, water paths 
– natural storm drainage

5 Roof terrace/garden: green 
roof, storm rain evaporation, 
forest observation

6 Rain chains

Learning & Socializing

A Outdoor steps/platform
B Quiet bench
C Roof terrace
D Courtyard

Serendipitous Encounters/
Informal Learning

S-1 Entry Courtyard
S-2 Play Area/Gathering Space

Expanding Outdoor Learning
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Transforming the Elementary School Type
The design pursues both Experiential Transformation and Programmatic Transformation in its desire to further educational 

opportunities and to create a more welcoming community engagement.

The building and site are intertwined through a continuous flow of interior and exterior spaces. In addition to the rich visual 

environment, the sounds, smells and tactile quality of the natural elements are major factors of the user’s experience. 



Quiet Architecture Stimulates Informal Learning 

Architecture recedes to provide gradually revealing experience of indoors and outdoors, fostering learning with nature 

within a collaborative environment.

Design provides ample opportunities for teachers to expand the environmental curriculum and infuse students’ daily 

experience with an inspiring understanding of the natural surroundings.



South Elevation seen through the trees



Continuity of the space flow was a critical part of the site and building design.
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The Central Courtyard extends from the main entry lobby, providing an impromptu exterior foyer for community gathering in the adjacent 

cafeteria/gym, while also serving as a stimulating learning and playing space for the students.



Roof Terrace allows one to observe the full 

impact of the wooded perimeter. It is a space for relaxation, 

for quiet study or for meetings and impromptu collaboration. 

Teachers have been gradually expanding learning 

opportunities on the terrace, from art drawing and nature 

observation to the use of planting beds and the green roof 

for environmental topics. 
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The Learning Stairs are an informal hub for social and 

educational gatherings. They are used for large grade-level gatherings and 

presentations, PTSA events, impromptu teacher and parent meetings as 

well as for small group or individual use. 



Shared Spaces 

Sizes, adjacencies and transparency of spaces forming the pod provide ample flexibility for small groups and project based learning.  

Students and teachers are encouraged to collaborate in varied settings, including outdoors.



Learning with the Environment
Sustainability plays a critical role towards both experiential and programmatic transformations. The design 

sets as its goal creation of a building and site that provide exceptional opportunities for environmental 

learning and connection to nature, both for those growing up there and those simply visiting the site. 

The holistic design strategies used throughout the school result in excellent energy 

performance (EUI of 13.86 during the most recent year of operation). They also participate in 

the educational process. Signage throughout the site and building explains design strategies 

that help save energy. Storm water handling becomes an integral part of the daily experience 

of the school through the sounds of moving water and rain, while also providing educational 

opportunities at the green roof, water chains, and rain swales. 



The Path of Water is an integral part of the site and building experience. 

From the green roofs to the creek in the courtyard, the path of water is woven into the natural 

drainage of the site.



A community path along the wood’s edge reveals a prospect opening, 

like a meadow along a mountain hike.

At one of the public meetings, a student asked, 

“Could we have a treehouse in the woods?”




